Town Deal Board
Wednesday, 7" June 2023
Meeting Notes

| ITEM ACTION
1. Welcome, apologies and minutes of the previous meeting
Chris Maidment (CM) welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies received from Alison Addy, Richard Lennard, Mel Munro, John O’Mahony,
Suzanne Holloway, Andrew Green, Emma Smith, Sue Carey, Sally Brown, Peter
Rainier,


/sites/default/files/2023-06/CERT%20Town%20Deal%20Board%20minutes%208%20March%202023.pdf
https://www.crawleytowncentrebid.co.uk/resource-centre
https://www.lovelocaljobs.com/minisites/manor-royal-jobs-board/job/844802/manor-royal-move-it-project-manager/

Clem Smith (CS)


http://www.crawleytowncentrebid.co.uk/events
/sites/default/files/2023-06/CERT%20Town%20Deal%20Board%20economic%20headlines%207%20June%202023.pdf

Crawley’s Gross Value Added (GVA) fell from £6.050m in 2019 to ££4.78m in
2021, largely as a result of the impact on Gatwick and the aviation sector —
important to note this was when unemployment peaked at nearly 9%. It is now
down to just under 4% so we expect to see a similar rebound in economic output
when the next figures for 2022 are released.

Universal credit claimant count has more than halved since March 2021 to 3.9% in
April 2023 however this still remains the highest in West Sussex but in line with
the average national figures.

Employment rate is 80% - in the top 8% of local authority areas in the UK
Self-employment rates in Crawley rose from 2.7% in 2021 to 5.4 in 2022

90,000 jobs in Crawley = 5" highest job density outside central London.

Henry Smith left the meeting
3. Towns Fund Project Updates

Invest in Skills Project - Vikki lllingworth (VI) thanked CS and NT for working with
Emma Smith at DLUHC to secure funding approval for the project, which is now
moving forward at pace.

Construction skills hub and green village — Dean Wynter (vice-principal) recently
met officers from Crawley BC to demonstrate some of the systems going into the
green village. Construction to start soon.

Institute of Technology (l1oT) — planning application submitted and awaiting
determination. Delayed start to construction however the project is in train and
moving forward. Marketing for space in the IoT is underway.

Further education and new curriculum — now the project has been signed off by
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