
  

   

 
20 July 2023 

 

National Infrastructure 
Planning 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol, BS1 6PN 
 
Sent by email to Mr. George Harrold 

 

Dear Mr. Harrold 

Thank you for your letter of 7th July 2023 seeking views on the adequacy of the pre-application 
consultation in respect to the Development Consent Order (DCO) application by Gatwick Airport 
Limited (The Applicant) for the Gatwick Airport Northern Runway project.  

The attached Joint Adequacy of Consultation Representation has been submitted by the 
undersigned signatories on behalf of: 

 The host authorities, that is, district or county councils for land to which the application relates: 

 Crawley Borough Council;  

 West Sussex County Council;  

 Mole Valley District Council;  

 Reigate and Banstead Borough Council;  

 Tandridge District Council; and 

 Surrey County Council.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 The neighbouring authorities, that is, district or county councils whose areas are affected by 
the Project: 

 Horsham District Council; 

 Mid Sussex District Council; 

 East Sussex County Council; and 

 Kent County Council. 

This response represents the views of the authorities listed, although some authorities are also 
providing additional responses which focus on specific local community issues in their areas. 

The response covers compliance with the relevant duties under the Planning Act 2008: 

 Duty to consult –Section 42. 

 Duty to consult the local community – Section 47. 

 Duty to publicise – Section 48. 

With references to: 

 Duty to take account of responses to consultation and publicity - section 49. 

 Duty to have regard to guidance issued about pre-application procedure - section 50. 

As you will note from the enclosed representation, the Local Authorities raise significant concerns 
about the applicant’s approach to consultation and engagement throughout the pre-application 
process.  Accordingly, they request that the Planning Inspectorate should decline to accept the 
DCO application to enable more meaningful engagement and consultation with the authorities and 
local communities affected by the proposals.   

Yours Sincerely 



 

 

 

Barbara Childs 

Director of Place 

Horsham District Council 

 

Sally Blomfield 

Assistant Director of Planning and Sustainable Economy 

Mid Sussex District Council 

Caroline Smith 

Planning Group Manager 

Surrey County Council 

 

 

Andrew Benson 

Head of Planning 

Reigate and Banstead Borough Council 

 

Piers Mason 

Deputy Chief Executive and Executive Head of Service for Planning and Environment. 

Mole Valley District Council 

 

 



 

 

David Ford 

Chief Executive 

Tandridge District Council 

Rupert Clubb 

Director for Communities, Economy and Transport 

East Sussex County Council 

 

Simon Jones 

Corporate Director for Growth, Environment and Transport 

Kent County Council 
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place as a result of the FASI -South Airspace Modernisation 
programme.  

�x To aid transparency , it would have been help ful if the Applicant had 
provided a schedule of how the earlier informal comments on the draft 
SoCC had been taken into account and where they were not, an 
explanation as to why.
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read about any additional consultations and how to get involved.  The 
Consultation Document Summer 2022 itself contained very little 
information on the summer consultation and how to respond (pages 4 
to 5).  It was not made clear in the consu ltation material how 
members of the public could find out about or respond to the second 
summer consultation.  This was unhelpful and misleading.  
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Local Communities  

��������  �3�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K���������R�I���W�K�H���0�+�&�/�*���*�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���V�W�D�W�H�V�� 

�³�,�Q���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V�����D�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���L�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R��
ensure tha t different groups have the opportunity to participate and 
are not disadvantaged in the process.  Applicants should use a range 
of methods and techniques to ensure that they access all sections of 
the community in question.  Local authorities will be able to provide 
advice on what works best in terms of consulting their local 
communities given their experience of carrying out consultations in 
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�� �(�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��

�D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���L�Q���V�W�\�O�H����
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�F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\ 
aspect of how that area 
should have been 
defined.  The proposals 
would also have 
implications on access 
and movement through 
the wider network, which 
was the reasoning for a 
request for widening.  
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�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R��
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�S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� 
 

 �,�Q�V�X�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��

�Z�D�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�R���H�Q�D�E�O�H��

�W�K�H���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S��

�D�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���Y�L�H�Z�����D�V��
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 �9�H�U�\���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q��

�X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q�������'�U�D�I�W����
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