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May 2023 
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Plan page 
number 

May 2023 
Local Plan 
Policy/Para 

Suggested Change Reason 

Town Hall 
The Boulevard 

Crawley 
RH10 1UZ 

1.7 The council’s response form, which must be completed to make formal 
representations to the Local Plan, will be available for completion, or download, 
through the council’s website: www.crawley.gov.uk/localplan. Electronic copies are 
available to view at the Town Hall. You are invited to respond on the document as a 
whole, a specific topic area, a policy or a paragraph. 

10 1.9 Delete : 
1.9 Following the close of consultation, all responses received will be collated and 

submitted to the Planning Inspectorate as part of the Submission of the Plan for its 
independent examination.  

To reflect current stage 
of Local Plan and 
completion of 
Regulation 19 
consultation. 

10 New 
Paragraph 
1.11 

Insert New Paragraph: 
A further stage of Publication (Submission) Consultation took place between May and 
June 2023. This followed a formal decision taken at Full Council in February 2022. In 

total, 67 individuals, business and organisations submitted formal representations to 
the Local Plan consultation. 

To reflect current stage 
of Local Plan and 
completion of 
Regulation 19 
consultation. 

18 Vision Amend the Vision: 
³«The borough will prepare for the increasing effects of climate change, through adaptation 

http://www.crawley.gov.uk/localplan
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2. Crawley Borough Local Plan 

30 Planning 
Policy Context 

New paragraph 2.56: 
West Sussex Waste Local Plan 2014 and Joint Minerals Local Plan 2018 (Partial Review 
2021) 
2.56 The West Sussex Waste Local Plan covers the period to 2031 and is the most 
up-to- date statement of land use planning policy for waste. The West Sussex Joint 
Minerals Local Plan 2018 (partially revie3( ) revie3( ) revi

ea 
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Aerodrome safeguarding is the process used to ensure the safe and efficient operation of 
airports. It is in place to help protect aircraft and passengers during take-off



mailto:gal.safeguarding@gatwickairport.com
http://www.aoa.org.uk/policy-campaigns/operations-safety/
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although some employment needs arising from the proposed West of Ifield development 
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12. Housing Delivery 

    

13. Meeting Housing Needs 

180 
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currently living within Crawley for the purposes of estimating the potential future need which 
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the north of the borough. Two of the authorised New or renewed Gypsy and Traveller sites 
in this location would be are subject to temporary permissions, as this area is 
acknowledged to be unsuitable for permanent caravan accommodation, particularly due to 
the potential future southern runway expansion proposals for Gatwick Airport. In addition, 
there is a more substantial local population living within bricks and mortar accommodation.  

191 13.53 Amend existing wording of Policy H8 Reasoned Justification: 
The Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Needs Assessment 
(2020, and the emerging 2023 draft Assessment) for Crawley indicates a potential future 
need of up to ten pitches for Gypsies and Travellers arising from the existing population 
within Crawley. This includes the families currently accommodated on the existing 
temporary permitted pitch sites. Furthermore, whilst the original survey work completed for 
those in bricks and mortar accommodation did not identify any immediate need for additional 
sites, and no need arising from these families has been evident over the 10 year 
period since that was carried out, it is inherently improbable that within the next 15 year 
period there will be no new households formed requiring additional site provision. 

Factual Update to 
reflect final Gypsy, 
Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople 
Accommodation Needs 
Assessment 

14. Green Infrastructure & Biodiversity 

195 Vision: 
Environmental 
Sustainability 
Statement 

Amend the Vision: 
³«The borough will prepare for the increasing effects of climate change, through adaptation 
measures including lower water usage standards, including water neutrality where 
necessary, and delivering a net gain in biodiversity, and supporting nature recovery. 
Losses to protected and priority species and habitats will have been avoided and the 
delivery of vital ecosystem services«´ 

For Clarification: 
recommendation from 
Natural England  
in Representations 
made to the Regulation 
19 Consultation. 

198 14.12 Insert into paragraph:  
The NPPF requires local authorities to plan for strategic development considering the 
impacts on existing infrastructure and the need for new infrastructure to service that 
development and also to contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment. 
Natural England have produced a Green Infrastructure Framework. The framework 

For Clarification: 
recommendation from 
Natural England  
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204 GI3 Amend the Policy: 
“Development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity will be 
supported.  
All development proposals will be expected to incorporate features to encourage biodiversity 
and enhance existing features of nature conservation value within and around the 
development.  
Development proposals will be required to demonstrate how the scheme will meet the 
government’s requirement for securing measurable ‘net gains’ in biodiversity, including 
information calculating the current biodiversity value of the site. Biodiversity Net Gain is in 
addition to existing habitats and species protections. In delivering Biodiversity Net 
Gain for development proposals, the mitigation hierarchy should be followed. 
As a minimum, all development proposals will need to achieve a net gain for biodiversity in 
accordance with government expectations136, currently a 10% increase in habitat value for 
wildlife compared with the pre-development baseline. This should be calculated using the 
government’s most recently published Biodiversity Metric and be sup
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/thames-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022
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available to meet that demand or where the future household demand for water is likely to 
be a high proportion of the effective rainfall available to meet that demand’. Crawley 
Borough Council is one of many local authorities to have declared a climate emergency. 
Climate change is predicted to increase pressure on water resources, increasing the 
potential for a supply-demand deficit in the future, and making environmental damage from 
over abstraction of water resources more likely. The delivery of water and wastewater 
services and the heating of water in the home require high energy inputs, and water 
efficiency can reduce energy use and carbon emissions. It is equally important that 
development does not cause an unsustainable increase in water abstraction. 

Avoids repetition 
following introduction of 
new paragraph 15.37 

220 15.39 Amend date on footnote 160: 
Letter to Local Planning Authorities, Water Efficiency in New Homes, 1 September 
20212022, DEFRA 

To correct an error 

220-21 15.40 Amend paragraph: 
…The Policy requires that, where located outside of Sussex North WRZ, non-residential 
development must equal or exceed BREEAM Excellent requirements, which require that 
there is a 25% reduction in potable water use. Further information on water efficiency is 
provided in the Planning and Climate Change SPD. 

For Clarification: 
Avoids repetition 
following introduction of 
new paragraph 15.41 

221 

https://database.waterwise.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/J37880-Waterwise_Water_Efficiency_Strategy_Inners_Landscape_WEB.pdf
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222 15.45 Further amendment of proposed new sentence at end of paragraph: 
“Offsetting is expected to be provided prior to occupation of new developments and 
this shall be enforced by conditions secured through the Development Management 
process.” 

For Clarity.  

222 15.45 
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neutrality will be achieved through a Water Neutrality Statement to be submitted as part of 
any planning application within the Sussex North WRZ. This will be required to set out 
baseline information relating to existing water use within a development site, full calculations 
relating to expected water use within a proposed development; and full details of how any 
remaining water use will be offset. Detail should also be provided as to how delivery of water 
efficiency measures, alternative water supplies and offsetting prior to occupation of the 
development will be verified and monitored. 
15.53 Should applicants not utilise the Local Authority OIS, certainty of delivery of 
alternative offsetting will need to be demonstrated. The Water Neutrality Statement 
should supply full details of the offsetting scheme that their development would rely upon. 
Similarly, certainty of alternative supply will need to be demonstrated in the Water 
Neutrality Statement. For connection to an alternative water company, this could be 
achieved by confirming that the alternative water company has sufficient capacity 
and will take on supply to the development. For a private supply borehole or other 
source of supply, this will require evidence that sufficient water supply is available to 
meet demand arising from the proposed development, and demonstrating with 
certainty that the alternative supply source does not impact upon the Arun Valley 
sites. 
15.54 To provide the necessary certainty, measures to deliver water neutrality will 
need to be secured through the Development Management process. The council will 
seek to provide additional guidance to further assist applicants with water neutrality 
statements.  

to be demonstrated 
through a Water 
Neutrality Statement 
and how certainty will 
be secured. This 
reflects the modification 
proposed at 8.1.4.6 of 
CBC response to Matter 
8, reference: document 
CBC/MIQ/008b Matter 
8: Character, Design 
and Heritage, 
November 2023. 

16. Environmental Protection 

228 16.15 Add additional wording as a last sentence to the third bullet point in this paragraph where it 
relates to Flood Zone 3b as follows: 
The 2023 SFRA applies a precautionary approach, as agreed with the Environment 
Agency, using the 2% AEP output to derive Flood Zone 3b. 

Factual Update to 
respond to updated 
Strategic Flood RiskAEP outpue 3b.g4.04 Tf

1 0 0 11 687.1 
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Planning Obligations Annex 
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