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Your Ref: REP 127 (2021) Arora Group Policy GAT2 
 

Further to the published Main Modifications to the Crawley Local Plan, it is noted that whilst the 
Inspectors have recommended changes to GAT2 to provide clarity/remove ambiguity, no changes 
have been proposed in the main modifications that are being consulted upon.  

Objection is therefore raised that insufficient modifications have been made to GAT2. The current 
drafting of GAT2 does not accord with the Inspectors recommendations.  

Set out be lo w is a summ ar y of the ob je cti o ns to the cur r en t ly draf t of Policy GAT2.  
 
Po l i cy GAT2  
 

-  I t rem a in s our op in ion that the chan ges do not take acco un t of the Ins pe cto r s 
comme n ts and fail to prov ide suf f icien t clar it y ;  

 
-  Sa fe g uar d in g aro und Gatwick has be en in place sin ce 2007 and the land with in this 

zon e has be en eff e ct ive ly ste r il is ed for som e 16 year s . It is for this re as on that ev en CBC 
have look ed to re lea se ‘Gat wick Green ’ to mee t the Bor o ug h s emp loyme n t ne ed s . To 
t his end , the rig idit y of safe g uar d ing policie s are und ul y cons t ra i n in g the ab ilit y of the 
Boro ugh to me et its str a teg i c goals . Gre ate r flex ib i l i ty to allo w the opt im is at i on of the 
exis t in g comm er ci a l site s in the safe g uar d ing area sho ul d now be inco r po r ate d int o 
Policy GAT2. The uncer t ain t y aro und av iat ion at a nat ion a l leve l sho uld not be allo we d to 
con s
adding co nst raint s or increas ing the co st s or co m ple x it y of deliv e ring the  seco nd runw ay .  
 

-  Th e word in g put for wa rd in the Main Mod if ica t io ns mirr o rs that of the De c 23 
cons ult a t io n and has failed to take on board the comm en ts set out in the Insp e ct o rs 
rep o rt . The cur re n t policy wor d in g could be open to mis in te rp re ta t io n , espe cia l l y if the 



l i m it ed (if any) opp o rt un i ty for up wa rd exte ns io n the re fo re per m is si b le exte ns io ns will 
alwa ys alte r the foot pr int of any give n build ing .  

 
-  We are rais in g thes e matte r s toda y not to frust r at e the pro ces s but to ask for clar ity and 

to av oid len gt hy case law deb at es follo wi ng ad op t ion of the Loca l Plan .  
 
Please can you advise when the amended wording of Policy GAT2 will be consulted upon? 
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