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Crawley Borough Council 

Greentech Business Growth Fund (GBGF) 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
1. Can we apply for a grant? 

Greentech Business Grants are only available to small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs). 

To apply for the ‘Business Development Grants’, businesses must be considered ‘medium-sized’ or 

smaller. That means having:  

• Staff Headcount: 249 employees or fewer 
AND EITHER 

• 
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evidence of expenditure. Eligible match-funding sources include loans, overdrafts, savings, and company 

funds. All eligible sources of funding must be secured and in place prior to the approval of GBGF grant.  

Match funding must be clean, i.e. it cannot be matched anywhere else. 

7. Do I need match funding? 

No. Start-up Grants and Business Development Grants can be 100% funded as Minimal Financial 

Assistance under UK Subsidy Control Regulations. If your total project costs exceed the maximum grant 

available any additional costs will be your match funding. 

8. Do I need to cashflow the grant? 

The grant will be paid in instalments as set out in section 4.i of the Guidance Notes. All grants have an 

initial payment of 50% at the commencement of the grant project. Your exact cashflow req 7 maximum grant 
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Business advisors will be able to support you in the drafting of your application, answering questions and 

providing advice. They will be able to make suggestions on your application and advise on completeness, 

but they will not be able to write the application for you. 

14. What does monitoring process look like? 

The monitoring process will involve simple quarterly reports on progress of both project and spend, 

supported by evidence of expenditure and procurement (if required) as described in the Guidance 

Notes, as well as FTE jobs created and/or safeguarded as a result of approved projects. Business advisors 

will receive your monitoring reports and review the evidence and provide reports back to Crawley 

Borough Council. 

There will also be ongoing monitoring beyond the end of the grant, with quarterly impact monitoring 

through to March 2026. 

15. Can the Council clawback the grant? If so, for what reasons? 

Yes. The reasons for clawback will be clearly set out in the Grant Agreement with the Council, however 

reasons for clawback would include not delivering the project or spending the grant as agreed, failure to 

adequately evidence that the grant has been spent correctly, failure to follow the procurement 

requirements for the grant, breach of UK Subsidy Control requirements, failure to remain in Crawley for 

five years following the grant award, etc. 

16. How long can projects last? Is there a minimum project length? 

All grant projects must be complete and claimed for by March 2026. Business Start-up Grant projects 

should not last longer than 1 year. No minimum project length has been set; however the length of a 

project should be proportionate to what the project is seeking to achieve.  

17. When can I apply? 

The fund is opens for applications on a rolling basis until all the funding is allocated. We recommend that 

you do not wait too long to apply to ensure you have enough time to deliver your project and that 

funding is not all allocated. 

18. If my application is unsuccessful, can I reapply? 

Yes. You should carefully review and consider the feedback you have received to ensure that any 

resubmission has a higher change of success. The Grant Panel and Assessors reserve the right not to 

review a resubmission that is substantially unchanged in respect of addressing the feedback provided on 
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detail and content may be needed to validate the proposed project. The key is the content and the 

extent to which it supports the case for funding, rather than the character count. 

Please note that this is a competitive process, and your grant will be considered by the Grant Panel 

against the other applications received, you should therefore ensure that your application provides 

sufficient detail for the Panel to make an informed decision. The Grant Panel will only approve grant 

application that they deem to be of sufficient quality and to deliver sufficient impact. 

20. Can we provide any additional material to be considered?  

No, you should only provide the evidence and documents which have been requested. Additional 
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Business Development Grants – yes, if your project costs just over the £50,000 threshold you can top up 

with your own funding. This will be counted as match funding. 

26. Does the ineligible professional fees category include things like Intellectual Property protection 

and copyright? 

No, where these costs are not standard ongoing operating costs and are incurred in respect of the 

innovation that is the subject of the grant application then they would be eligible. 

27. Software is an eligible item of expenditure, does this include software on subscription? 

Yes, provided that the cost can be capitalised and that the value claimed is only that element which 

relates to the funded project, e.g. a six-month project could only claim half of a 12-month subscription. 

28. Are development costs eligible? For example, where a prototype is needed for proof of concept? 

Yes, subcontracted costs relating to the creation of a prototype would be eligible. Internal staff costs 

relating to the creation of a prototype would not be eligible. 

29. What evidence do I need to provide to demonstrate that I am planning to move to Crawley? 

Evidence will be required before the grant can be awarded to demonstrate that you are already planning 

a move to Crawley. Adequate evidence to demonstrate this could include a Heads of Terms signed with a 

landlord; a signed tenancy agreement or agreement in principle relating to premises within the Crawley 

area, etc. Failure by an applicant to meet this requirement and move to Crawley will lead to termination 

of the grant and clawback.  

30. I have not yet moved to Crawley, but am planning to, can I still apply for the grant? 

Yes. Applicants planning to move to Crawley but who have yet to agree Heads of Terms or similar may 

still apply, but final decisions on their application will be deferred until a signed Heads of Terms, or 

similar, is in place. 

31. Can we use the grant to purchase an electric vehicle? 

In most cases you will not be able to use the grant to purchase an electric (or other) vehicle. Purchase of 

a vehicle can only be considered where it is an intrinsic part of the grant project, i.e. purchase of an 

electric vehicle as part of your delivery fleet would not be eligible. 

32. Can we use the funding to help pay for decarbonisation measures? 

No, these would not be considered Greentech innovations and would not be eligible. There are other 

schemes 

https://www.brighton.ac.uk/business-services/green-growth-platform/index.aspx
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to the Towns Fund and therefore cannot be included as part of our assessment of your application. Only 

impacts achieved before 31st March 2026 will be considered by the Grant Panel. 

 

 

 

 


