
Summary of the Current Context

Guidance at all levels of government seeks
to promote more sustainable transport
choices; encourage accessibility to everyday
destinations by public transport, walking
and cycling; and reduce the need to travel.
To achieve this it is important to integrate
these objectives throughout the planning
process to encourage sustainable living
patterns.

National and regional guidance also seeks
to designate strategic regional priorities for
transport (and related funding). Crawley /
Gatwick has been identified as forming part
of a Strategic National Corridor in recent
guidance published by the Department for
Transport and is designated as a regional
hub / gateway in the South East Plan
Proposed Modifications (see Current
Context below).

Indication of the Key Issues Relating
to Transport

Strategic Transport Policy Support for
the Vision of the Core Strategy
• The Inspector of the Crawley Borough 

Core Strategy Examination in Public 
concluded that the document had only 
partially succeeded in providing a clear 
and coherent Crawley-specific vision of 
the way in which the development 
pattern and transport infrastructure of 
the growing town will be progressively 
better integrated in order to assist the 
national objectives set out in PPG13. He 
argued that the transport element of the 
Core Strategy Review will need clearer 
policy development and expression. 

• Consequently, Crawley Borough Council 
has been working with West Sussex 
County Council (WSCC) to address these 
criticisms. The resulting background study
will continue to be developed to inform 
the policies contained within the Core 
Strategy Review.  
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Crawley Borough Council adopted its Core
Strategy back in November 2007,
providing the spatial vision, objectives and
development strategy for Crawley up to
2016.  The Council has now begun
preparing the successor to the Core
Strategy – the Core Strategy Review –
which will cover a much longer period up
to 2026.  Although there are aspects of
the original Core Strategy that can be
retained there are other areas where
significant change has occurred in the
intervening years and this will need to be
reflected in the new document.

This consultation period is the first of the
Review and further consultation stages are
planned before the document is adopted
in early 2012.  This is your opportunity to
shape the way the town develops over the
next 20 years and the Council would
appreciate and value any comments you
have on this Topic Paper or any of the
others that form part of this consultation.
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priority measures in line with the Manual
for Streets, develop successful public 
transport interchanges); or

• Actively dissuade unsustainable forms of 
transport (e.g. congestion charging, 
increased car parking charges, reducing 
parking standards). This would need to 
be carried out in partnership with West 
Sussex County Council (WSCC) and, 
depending upon the approach taken, the
Highways Agency; or

• A mixture of the ‘carrot’ and ‘stick’ 
approaches.

• Consider how to deal with issues that are
beyond planning policy.

Park and Ride
• Support the introduction of a Park and 

Ride scheme serving the Borough and 
consider appropriate locations; or

• Continue to explore the need for Park 
and Ride scheme with a commitment to 
make a decision before the Core Strategy
Review is submitted; or

• Drop all references to Park and Ride and 
instead seek to implement more 
sustainable solutions.

Indication of the Potential Direction
at this Stage

• The Core Strategy Review needs to have 
a clear transport vision for the Borough 
and how this relates to the document’s 
overarching vision.

• The Core Strategy Review needs to 
identify major transport infrastructure 
improvements that are needed to 
achieve this vision (through the transport
background document being prepared 
with WSCC) and support development in
the Borough.  

• Many of the saved transport policies do 
not need to be retained.  Policies should 
concentrate on those issues which are 
specific to Crawley and within planning 
control.  

• Policies should encourage sustainable 
modes of transport as well as dissuading 
unsustainable modes of transport.  

• Policies will need to reflect the latest 
adopted policy approach to developer 

contributions as the preparation of the 
Core Strategy Review progresses i.e. 
Planning Obligations and S106 
Agreements or CIL. 

• Work during preparation of the Core 
Strategy Review will need to conclude 
whether a park and ride is needed as 
part of the transport infrastructure for 
the town. 

Current Context 

Planning Policy Guidance 13: Transport
• PPG13 sets out the objectives to 

integrate planning and transport at the 
national, regional, strategic and local 
level and to promote more sustainable 
transport choices both for carrying 
people and for moving freight.

Towards a Sustainable Transport
System: Supporting Economic Growth
in a Low Carbon World
• This confirms the Government's 

commitment to a transport policy which 
delivers economic growth and lower 
carbon emissions.  
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