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Shaping the Future
of Crawley ...have your

sSay
Crawley Borough Council is preparing a Your Views are Important to Us
new Iong term planning document called This is your opportunity to shape the way
the town develops over the next 20 years,
the _Crawley BO_I'OUgh _Core Stra_‘t_egy and the Council would appreciate any
Review. This will provide the vision and comments ot feedback you may halve. X
. : ease feel free to comment not only on the
framework to gwde development In options mentioned in the Topic Papers, but
CraW|ey over the next 20 years. also to let us know if you feel there are
other options that we should be considering
or even suggest a mixture of several
The Council has published 13 Non options.
Statutory Consultation Topic Papers All comments received on any of the Topic
: i i Papers will be used to inform the next stage
El‘?vetrmg a m';rr:jber Ohf |mportant Issues for of the Core Strategy Review, which will be
e town, InCluding nousing, published for public consultation in autumn
employment, retai?, transpgrt and 2009
infrastructure, sustainability and design Topic Paper 1. Objectives and Visions
and heritage. This leaflet provides a This Topic Paper looks at the overarching
summary of some of the key issues strategic options for the town. There are a
. number of principles that the Council will
addressed under each of the TOpIC continue to apply to all options:
i : = The New Town and neighbourhood
Papers_, and (_jlscusses the OpthﬂS the principle will continue to be adopted.
Council consider could be developed to - The town’s character and heritage wil

continue to be preserved and enhanced.
= Sustainable transport will continue to be
supported.

shape the future of Crawley.

. . < All devel t should imi
The full version of the Topic Papers can opportuntios for sustainable.
also be viewed at CraWIey Town Ha||, development, design and construction
. . . with low carbon outputs.
Crawley Library, Broadfield Library, and

are avai|ab|e to VieW or download at Broadly, the Council considers there to be

three possible options at this strategic level

1. Crawley should function as key part of
the wider South East region, working
with neighbouring Local Authorities in
terms of delivering housing,

employment and infrastructure etc to
allow regional success
2. Crawley should work with neighbouring



Local Authorities but the growth,
development and improvement of the
Crawley / Gatwick sub regional area
would be paramount

3. Crawley should prioritise protecting
and meeting the needs of the town
itself rather than concentrating on its
sub regional and regional function

There could also be the possibility of a
hybrid of all or some of these options. Do
you agree with these options, or should the
Council consider a different approach?

Topic Paper 2. Climate Change and
Sustainability

Climate Change and sustainability are key
issues that affect us all. These issues cut
across the whole of the Core Strategy
Review, and every Topic Paper.
Government planning guidance, building
regulations and other technical
assessments such as the Code for
Sustainable Homes are just some of the
rules that guide the carbon footprint of
development. Crawley Borough Council
has also adopted its own Corporate
Climate Change Strategy with a
commitment to becoming a carbon neutral
town by 2050.

The question at this stage is whether the
Council should have its own local policies
and targets. The Council is suggesting that
the following options should be considered:

1. Should sustainability be a priority in
assessing new developments across
the town and, if so, what targets or
time periods should be used to phase
in the requirements?

2. How can we assist developers to
understand our requirements and
ensure that they are met, whilst being
viable, deliverable and achievable?

3. What measures can/should the Council
take to tackle climate change in
Crawley?

Topic Paper 3. Design and Heritage

Across the whole Borough, Crawley has a
varied character, including New Town
architecture and layouts, more historic
areas, significant areas of greenery, and
pockets of more recent development. This
varied environment needs to be
understood to ensure that it can be
properly managed, and there are a number
of options that may help to achieve this:

1. What physical features make a positive
contribution to the character of the
town? Should these be protected and,
where possible, improved?

2. Should areas with environments that
do not work well be physically changed
in some way, or left alone?

3. Could the use of ‘Building for Life’
housing design quality assessments, by
applicants and the Borough Council,
help to improve the design of housing
schemes?

Topic Paper 4. Air, Noise and Flooding

The Government’s national planning
guidance relating to air quality and noise
sets out that consideration should be given
to the location of development which may
cause pollution and/or noise, such as
industry. It is also important to ensure
that new developments are not located in
areas where they would be affected by
major existing or future sources of air
pollution and/or noise.

Government guidance has also been
produced in relation to flooding, setting
out that flood risk should be taken into
account in order to ensure that vulnerable

development is not located in areas at risk
of flooding. The guidance also sets out
that new development should not increase
flood risk in other areas.

Local authorities should not repeat this
national guidance in their local level
documents. As such, the Council is
proposing to rely on existing Government
guidance to manage planning applications
relating to air quality and noise within the
Borough. The Council suggest that flood
risk should be covered by a locally-specific
policy based upon the findings of
Crawley’s Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.
There are some questions at this stage;

1. Should the Core Strategy Review
include a locally specific policy
referring to issues of air quality and
noise?

2. Should a locally-specific flood risk
policy refer to the findings of the
current Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment?

3. Could environmental constraints such
as air quality, noise and flooding be
dealt with under a single policy?

Topic Paper 5. Housing

In planning for new homes the Council is
required to follow national and regional
policies and guidance, including (at this
stage) the South East Plan Proposed
Modifications. The current requirement for
new dwellings in Crawley is 7,500 for the
period 2006 to 2026, equating to 375 new
dwellings per annum.

Once existing planning permissions and
housing site allocations have been taken
into account, land still needs to be found
for around 3,600 dwellings. The Council
considers that there are four potential
options in order to meet this requirement:



1. Rely on a new neighbourhood at the
North East Sector of Crawley (2,700
dwellings) to meet the South East Plan
Proposed Modification’s requirement
within the Borough boundary. This is
dependent upon the availability of the
North East Sector, which the South
East Plan Proposed Modifications state
is conditional on a resolution to the
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