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Purpose of the consultation  

1.3 This consultation document sets out an alternative approach to the one envisaged in 
Flood and Water Management Act 2010 to deliver effective sustainable drainage 
systems that will be maintained for the lifetime of the developments they serve. The 
government has listened and in response, now wishes to consult on delivering 
sustainable drainage systems through changes to the current planning regime. We 
are seeking views on this approach.  

Rationale  

1.4 The system proposed by government builds on the existing planning system, which 
developers and local authorities are already using. Policy changes to the planning 
system can also be introduced relatively quickly ensuring that sustainable drainage 
systems flood risk benefits can be brought forward as soon as possible. 

Coming into force date  

1.5 Subject to the outcome of this consultation, any changes to planning policy would 
come into force in Spring 2015. 

Geogr aphical scope  

1.6 This consultation relates to England only. 
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Part 3 : Options for sustaina ble drainage 
systems  maintenance and the funding 
options which could support them  

Maintenance arrangements:  an overview  

3.1 Sustainable drainage systems must be maintained to ensure effectiveness. We are 
therefore proposing that conditions should normally be attached to a planning 
permission for a development requiring that provision is put in place so that the 
sustainable drainage systems to be constructed must be maintained to a minimum 
level of effectiveness. To be effective a maintenance option must: 

�x clearly identify who will be responsible for maintaining the sustainable 
drainage systems and funding for maintenance should be fair for 
householders and premises occupiers; and,  

�x set out a 
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services. Instead the beneficiaries of the service would be the ones billed and the 
amount would not be regulated by Ofwat.  

Local government  

3.12 Some local authorities may wish to take on responsibility for the maintenance of 
sustainable drainage systems as part of their wider public open space and amenity 
management function and/or where the sustainable drainage system provides 
advantages for the wider community. Under this option, local authorities would need 
to charge to fund their activities in maintaining sustainable drainage systems. We 
intend to consider over the course of consultation whether and in what form charging 
arrangements might be put in place. 

Private Individuals:  property owners or occupiers  

3.13 





 

   15 

Part 4: consultation process  
Comments and views are welcome on the questions asked in this consultation (as listed 
again in Part 5).  

How to contribute  

The duration of this Consultation is 6 weeks and will take place from 12 September 2014 
to 24 October 2014. 

There are a number of ways to respond to the consultation: 

Online survey  

The questions contained in the consultation have been incorporated into an online survey. 
We would be grateful if you could complete this survey to enable us to analyse your 
responses efficiently and effectively.  

Postal and email responses  

Responses should be sent to: 

SuDS Team 
Defra 
Area 3D 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square  
London, SW1P 3JR 
Email: suds@defra.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Confidentiality  

Defra is proud of its policy of openness and at the end of the consultation period copies of 
the responses will be made publicly available at: 

Defra  
Information Resource Centre 
Atrium 
Nobel House 
17 Smith Square 
London SW1P 3JR 

They may also be published in a summary of responses to this consultation. If you do not 
consent to this, you must clearly request that your response be treated as 





 

   17 

Part 5: consultation questions  
 
Q1. Do you agree that the proposed revision to planning policy would deliver sustainable 
drainage which will be maintained? If not, why? 
 
 
Q2. How should the Local Planning Authority obtain expert advice on sustainable drainage 
systems and their maintenance? What are the costs/benefits of different approaches? 
 
 
Q3. What are the impacts of different approaches for Local Planning Authorities to secure 
expert advice within the timescales set for determining planning applications? 
 
 
Q4. 
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Annex : draft national standards and specified 
criteria for susta inable drainage  

National standards  

These Standards are issued to set out the requirements for the design, construction, 
maintenance and operation of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) in accordance with 
paragraph 5 of Schedule 3 (National Standards) to the Flood and Water Management Act 
2010 (the Act).  

Terms used in the Standards have the same meaning as those in the Act and supporting 
Statutory Instruments. 

1. Design  

Runoff destinations  

Standard 1. Surface runoff not collected for use must be discharged to one or more of the 
following, listed in order of priority: 

1) discharge into the ground (infiltration); or where not reasonably practicable, 

2) discharge to a surface water body; or where not reasonably practicable, 

3) discharge to a surface water sewer, highwa
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Peak flow control  

Standard  4. For greenfield developments, the peak runoff rate from the development to 
any highway drain, sewer or surface water body for the 1 in 1 year rainfall event and the 1 
in 100 year rainfall event must not exceed the peak greenfield runoff rate for the same 
event.  

Standard  5. For developments which were previously developed, the peak runoff rate 
from the development to any drain, sewer or surface water body for the 1 in 1 year rainfall 
event and the 1 in 100 year rainfall event must be as close as reasonably practicable to 
the greenfield runoff rate from the development for the same rainfall event, but must not 
exceed the rate of discharge from the development prior to redevelopment for that event. 

Volume control  

Standard  6. Where reasonably practicable, for greenfield developments, the runoff volume 
from the development to any highway drain, sewer or surface water body in the 1 in 100 
year, 6 hour rainfall event must not exceed the greenfield runoff volume for the same 
event. 

Standard 7. Where reasonably practicable, for developments which have been previously 
developed, the runoff volume from the development to any highway drain, sewer or 
surface water body in the 1 in 100 year, 6 hour rainfall event must be constrained to a 
value as close as is reasonably practicable to the greenfield runoff volume for the same 
event, but mu
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Water quality  

Standard 12. 








